
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

   

  We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE Basse de Trompette — F. Couperin Eleanor Shockey, organ 

 

WELCOME  Nikki Passante and Doug Gerdts 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

One: Peace be with you. 

All:  How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity. 

One: Receive the Holy Spirit. 

All:  It is like precious oil on the head, the blessing of the Lord. 

 

HYMN # 547 “Go My Children” (page 7 below) 

  Kelly Leibensperger, hymn leader 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: You have shown yourself to us, O God, by Word and Spirit, with signs and wonders, in 

flesh and blood, yet we still struggle to live and believe the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

Have mercy on us; forgive us. Enter into our lives and cast out our fear so that we may 

come to trust in you and have life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: We have an advocate with God—Jesus Christ, the righteous one—who offered his life in love to 

save the world from sin. 

All:  This is the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 11, 2021 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 
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We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: God of all who doubt and believe, by the gift of your Spirit enable us to hear with our ears, to see 

with our eyes, and to touch with our hands your Word of life—Jesus Christ—Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 

had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 

the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When 

he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called 

the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We 

have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 

finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 

shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other 

signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you 

may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 

life in his name.  

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

BAPTISM Cameron Sydney Mang, son of Robert Cody Mang and Christine Nicole Mang 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

ANTHEM  “Sonata in E major” — J.S. Bach Diane Alancraig, flute 

   

SERMON  “Five More Words” Dr. Gerdts 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright,” PUER NOBIS NASCITUR (page 8 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE   

 
———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here—wherever that may 

be. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. 

Contact information for pastors and staff is below. A weekly newsletter is emailed out each Thursday. 

Subscribe here. 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR April 11: 

A warm welcome to organist Eleanor Shockey! Eleanor has played the organ in churches for many decades, 

most recently for 13 years as organist of the First Baptist Church of Haddonfield. She holds degrees in piano 

and organ from the Royal Conservatory of Music of Toronto, the University of Toronto, and Roberts 

Wesleyan College of Rochester NY. She and her husband, David, reside in Langhorne PA where they enjoy 

their four children and 16 grandchildren. 
 

Hymn – “Go My Children, With My Blessing” 

The author of this hymn, Jaroslav Vajda (1919 – 2008), was an American hymnist, born to a Lutheran pastor 

of Slovak descent in Lorain, Ohio, where his father, Rev. John Vajda, was a pastor. Ordained as a Lutheran 

pastor in 1944, Vajda served congregations in Pennsylvania and Indiana until 1963. He was editor of the 

periodicals The Lutheran Beacon (1959-1963) and This Day (1963-1971) and book editor and developer for 

Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis from 1971 until his retirement in 1986. 
 

Anthem – “Sonata in E major” by J.S. Bach 

Today we welcome Diane Alancraig! Diane enjoys a versatile career as a symphony and chamber musician, solo 

recitalist and teacher. Over the years, she has had the good fortune to work with some of the world’s most 

distinguished artists and musical organizations, including the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Los Angeles 

Philharmonic and the Long Beach Symphony. She has also toured widely in the U.S., Europe and Japan. Diane 

is currently on faculty at California State University at Los Angeles. The “Sonata in E major” for flute and basso 

continuo (BWV 1035) is a sonata for Flute and Harpsichord composed by J. S. Bach in the 1740s. It was written 

as the result of a visit in 1741 to the court of Frederick the Great in Potsdam, where Bach’s son Carl Philipp 

Emanuel had been appointed principal harpsichordist to the king the previous year. It was dedicated to Michael 

Gabriel Fredersdorf, the king’s valet and private secretary, who, like the king, was an amateur flautist. 
 

Music – Meditation on “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” (PUER NOBIS NASCITUR) 

The tune PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, usually translated as “Unto Us Is Born a Son,” is a medieval Christmas carol 

found in a number of manuscript sources—the 14th-century German Moosburg Gradual and a 15th-century 

Trier manuscript. The Moosburg Gradual itself contained a number of melodies derived from the 12th- and 

13th-century organum repertories of Notre Dame de Paris and the Abbey of Saint Martial, Limoges, 

suggesting that its antiquity may be much greater. Today, this tune is wedded with an Easter text, “That Easter 

Day with Joy Was Bright.” You may view this text as it is printed toward the end of our bulletin.   

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION has moved to the portico. Pastors and elders 

are there each Sunday from 11 – 12 to greet you, properly masked and socially distanced of course. (For 

online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES TODAY – Take a look at the Children’s ministry page of the website 

where each week’s lessons are posted. For information or to receive emails, contact Gabrielle Heimerling 

 

YOUTH GROUP – We are meeting this Sunday, 4/11/21 from 5pm-6pm. The weather predicted Sunday is 

questionable. If it’s cooperative, we’ll stay outside. If it’s raining or too wet, we’ll meet inside in Fellowship 

Hall. (This has been approved by the Covid Response Team in case your parents have questions). Hope to see 

you there! 

 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
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A BIG THANK YOU to all who came out to our first FPCH Egg Hunt. It was such a joy to see you all on 

that beautiful Saturday morning. We’re looking forward to many more years of this new tradition. And a 

huge thank you to Daniel, Stella, and Leo Heimerling, Luke and Keira Wackes, and Lee and Keira Federline 

for their help with the hunt! We couldn’t have done it without you! 

 

AND THANKS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN to the youth crew who “planted” the Pinwheel Garden 

on the front lawn of the church after the Easter Egg Hunt. We thank Alexis Chamberlin, Daniel Heimerling, 

Leo Heimerling, Stella Heimerling, Keira Wackes, and Luke Wackes for their generous contribution to 

bringing attention to Child Abuse Awareness Month. On Saturday and Sunday, May 1 & 2 children may stop 

by the garden to pick a pinwheel to take home. 

 

PINWHEELS FOR PREVENTION – Once again, the members of Presbyterian Women are creating a 

pinwheel garden in April for the observance of National Child Abuse Prevention Month. It is a program of 

Prevent Child Abuse-New Jersey (PCA-NJ) which promotes great childhoods, positive parenting and healthy 

child development. Founded in 1979, all their efforts throughout the state are dedicated to preventing child 

abuse and neglect in all forms for all New Jersey children. April is the national observation of Child Abuse 

Prevention Month. During this time, PCA-NJ implements its “Pinwheels for Prevention” campaign. The 

pinwheel is in their logo and was chosen as a national symbol of prevention because it is whimsical and 

evokes childlike notions – so it is a good emblem of the “Great Childhoods” desired for all children. 

 

PW MEETS, VIRTUALLY THAT IS – PW members are encouraged to put aside their sweatshirts and don 

their favorite fancy hat for a May 11, 2021, virtual gathering. In place of the annual Spring Luncheon, the 

membership, as well as anyone who is interested, is invited to participate in a Zoom event featuring Carrie 

Wiggins from Feed My Starving Children. Carrie will provide us with an update on how FMSC has met the 

challenge of packing meals during this difficult time. So mark your calendars for the 1 p.m. event and be 

ready with your best hat and favorite dessert to Zoom together. (More information on how to participate will 

follow in weeks to come.) 

 

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 a.m. 

on Zoom at this link. During our Conversation on Race this week (4/11), we discuss access to childcare 

through the lens of structural racism, with this article as a starting point. We will also have an open discussion 

of what’s next for our Matthew 25 focus...it’s time to think about action. Each week’s resources are linked in 

the weekly email newsletter and on the Adult Ed page of the website. Questions? Email Becky Bryan, 

rebeccabryan@me.com. 

 

BLOOD DRIVE THIS WEEK at First Presbyterian on Tuesday, April 13, 2-7 p.m. Sign up on the 

American Red Cross website. Make your appointment now while there are still times available. 

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS! – First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield will be hosting spring New 

Members classes via Zoom on Sunday May 9th, and Sunday May 16th. Start time for both meetings is 1:00 

and each will last for approximately one hour. If you are interested in joining, or simply learning more about 

membership, this time is for you. We will have the opportunity to make new friends, share more about First 

Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and learn more about what makes Presbyterians unique. Please 

contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more information, or any questions.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84520579976
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/federal-policies-can-address-the-impact-of-structural-racism-on-black-families-access-to-early-care-and-education
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82575210577
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
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IHOC ADOPT-A-BOX COLLECTION – It’s time to collect hygiene products – 

toothbrush and paste, shampoo, baby shampoo, hand sanitizer, deodorant, underwear, 

socks, comb, shaving supplies, soap, washcloth, etc. (travel sizes are fine) – and put 

them in a shoebox to be distributed to neighbors in need. Close each box with a rubber 

band, label it “Man,” Woman,” “Boy,” “Girl,” or “Baby,” and drop it off at the Sunday 

drive-through. 

 

PRESCHOOL FLOWER SALE – ORDER THIS WEEK! This is the only fundraiser this year for the 

Preschool. Fundraisers pay for playground maintenance and improvements. Our fundraisers also support 

capital improvements which benefit the Church. Any support would be greatly appreciated. Order deadline 

is April 13; Pick-up is May 3, 10:30-12:30; Checks can be made to 1st Presby. Preschool; Call 856-429-0609 

for info. Order form – click here. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY– Mondays at 11:30 a.m. on Zoom. Contact Doug here for info. 

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The text for Tuesday, 

April 13 is Luke 24:36b-48. Zoom link 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY – Join Nikki on Thursday evenings at 6:30 for an in-depth study of 

Revelation. Here is the Zoom link, and here is the Syllabus. This Bible study is open to all, and you are 

welcome to jump in when you are able. Give it a try! 

 

ST WILFRID’S – Volunteers Needed for Foodbank Fridays: Each Friday we assemble for fresh air, 

exercise, and carton exercising at the So. Jersey foodbank at 8:00 am. and 8:40 am at St Wilfrid’s to 

transport dry goods to their proper spot at St Wilfrid’s. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Rose 

Guthrie at intrepidrose@hotmail.com. The tentative schedule for pick-ups this month are Friday the 9th, the 

16th, and the 23rd. The first pick-up in May is the 7th. Volunteers also needed to be “on call” to pick up 100 

or so loaves of bread at a home on Grove Street in Haddonfield.  Is there a day you are usually 

free...Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays? When bread is available that day, you would be called to pick 

it up. (The bread will be picked up few hours later from your house and taken to St Wilfrid’s.)  Please call 

Jill Mascena if you are interested in helping this way or need more details. 

NEEDS: Again this week, we could use canned peas, canned carrots, canned mixed vegetables, pasta and 

sauce, diapers—sizes 5&6 for kids and L & XL for adults, and wipes. Items may be dropped off at the 

drive-through on Sundays after church OR weekdays in bin behind Grace Episcopal Church. Yard 

cleanup will start in a couple weeks – if you are interested, or would like to help in another way, call Jill 

Mascena @ 856-428-7342 or check the Grace Church website: http://www.gracehaddonfield.org/open-

door-clinic-at-st-wilfrids. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING for April 18: Luke 24:36b-48 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you 

frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. 

Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said 

this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he 

said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in 

their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1buNbWdgZ_SGv5uyll4WwagYKG2t-kWZT/view?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86437257464
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76444231816
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Revelation%20Syllabus%20Two%203-4-21.pdf
mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
http://www.gracehaddonfield.org/open-door-clinic-at-st-wilfrids
http://www.gracehaddonfield.org/open-door-clinic-at-st-wilfrids
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everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he 

opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 

suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

 

 

 
 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
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